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the King to revoke the Lords' order by a royal proclamation. It was at last determined that the Commons' resolutions should be published together with the order of the Lords, a commentary to be attached expressing surprise that such an important action should be pressed by the Peers when there were but; twenty of them present at its passage. With an appeal from the Commons to all men to obey the laws with patience until Parliament could adjust religious grievances, the Houses adjourned on the cjth of September, Hip.1
Thus far the labours of the Long Parliament had been for the benefit of the nation, and a priceless boon to posterity. At the restoration of Charles II., practically all that it had done up to this adjournment was permit ted to stand ; and its work has never since* been materially disturbed. The abolishment; of those extraordinary courts which had been the main support of the old monarchal system, hail brought the Government very near to the modern constitutional form. The acts of arbitrary power which those* courts had unjustly sustained under the forms of law, necessarily ceased when there was no longer any machinery of judicature for their further support. The King's prerogative: was already a it\ere form. But after the reassembling of Parliament, the* leaders of the new system pressed on without; a specific object, seemingly to pull down without planning to build up. Was it because they were distrustful of Charles? or was it. because: then* were some there who aimed at self-aggrandisement and power? Perhaps both of these considerations had their weight. After tying the King's hands as they had now done, it would have been well to pause. Instead of this, they diverted their attacks from the King's power to institutions which were clear to the hearts of many of their countrymen. The spirit of faction, the formation of heated parties, the rapid growth of incivism, were the logical fruits of their persistency.
1 (ftirtUmtr, vol. x., j>. 17.